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INTRODUCTION

Climate Change is the biggest challenge we will face this millennium. It will affect
everyone, some harder than others. And recently more people have come to understand
the importance and consequences of our actions; both past and present. It is time for
everyone, particularly the government, to take more active steps in reducing the effects
of climate change.
The Regional (Yorkshire & Humber) Youth Climate Assembly, RYCA, was set up during
lockdown as a way to bring young people together to talk about climate change and to
find solutions. Young people have been at the for front of the climate debate from School
Strikes to the recent Make Your Mark results.
We made this manifesto as a way of telling those in power what we believe they should be
doing to fulfil their duty to protect us and our future. From Green Jobs to Climate
Education; A Carbon Tax to Investment into new technologies. These are also our goals as
a group
As a group we expect the UK to reach net zero before 2050 (government target) which will
not be an easy task but it can and will be achieved and with a green new age a better
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society and life.

CLIMATE
EDUCATI N

Create an education campaign to inform
the population about climate change and
how they can prepare and prevent it.

It is vital that young people, in fact all generations, know about climate change. Are
informed of the true issues that personally affect them, stimulating a sense of urgency
to act upon this emergency now.
Whilst preparing them for the necessary changes required and for making the hard
decisions whether in power now or in the future.
We believe that the more of us who understand our impact, responsibilities and act
upon them, the more years we are saving for not only posterity but for our only planet.
Young people should have climate change taught through out the curriculum, formal
and informal education settings play a huge role in this. The government needs to
embark on a public education campaign to inform the wider population
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HOUSEHOLD
GREEN TECH

To support all households to convert to
environmentally positive tech.

Our carbon footprint very heavily depends on the efficiency of our homes and the technology
they have to offer. One of the best ways to all contribute to a sustainable world is to start at
our homes. It is estimated that the average household in the UK emits 2.7 tons of CO2 every
year just from heating their household. Environmentally boilers, such as biomass boilers,
should be more encouraged and advertised to home owners so we can form the extinction of
gas boilers rather than our future. New builds shouldn’t have the option to use dangerous
boilers and they should be more adapted to clean energy such as solar panels being
mandatory.
Universal electric car charging points should be installed in every new build and to be more
accessible and marketed to pre-existing homeowners. Therefore, the transition to an allelectric car Britain can be made easier for the public and so it is greater endorsed to our
modern world.
Household green energy is expanded upon in the next page
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GREEN ENERGY +
NEW TECHNOLOGY
Moving towards a carbon-neutral future is no small task but the role of energy and
technology development will be the best weapon we have. The tried and test tech
(solar panels/ wind farms) need to be subsides and the infrastructure drastically
increased. The tech in development (Carbon Capture + Storage and hydrogen instead
of natural gas to heat homes) need funding and investment from the government.
To make this happen government needs to invest
Energy infrastructure need to be improved and decentralised.
Houses should be equipped with solar panels
Build more off-shore wind farms (creating thousands of new jobs in the process).
Turn excess power into hydrogen via electrolysis which can be easily stored. (ref.
Orkney Isles)
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DEVELOPING TECHNOLOGIESThere is a wealth of technologies in development that could be invaluable in
the fight against global warming.
Carbon Capture + Storage (CCS) mitigates the carbon footprint of some of
our most polluting industries (e.g. concrete & steel).
Aviation's move to green air travel is desperately needed. (e.g.
Rotterdam airport has some flights that operate completely carbon
neutral: using CCS and waste from local homes to make clean airplane
fuel.) Hydrogen/ electric planes are also more than likely going to be the
next break through in tackling climate change.
Hydrogen to heat homes and power gas cookers
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EQUAL ENVIRONMENTAL
FUNDING NORTH + SOUTH OF
THE UK
The purpose of solving the climate issue is to convert Britain to a sustainable green
country where everyone can thrive in environmentally safe & stable communities.
There already exists a disparity of where funding and investment is targeted. It is
crucial that both the north and the south receive the fairest environmental
allocation & opportunities whilst both making the necessary compromises. All
parts of the UK are entitled to climate justice so environmental development
opportunities should be part of the government's levelling up agenda.
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INTRODUCE CARB

N TAX

Introducing a carbon tax on the use of cars, planes and fossil fuels is not only in
the best interest of the planet but also the economy. People will be less likely to
use cars (or convert to electric ones); fly less and become more aware on the
what items have a high carbon footprint. However, the bulk of this tax would be
on big business' and the ultra wealthy. On private jets, importing beef from the
other side of the world and deforestation.
All taxes need to be proportionate and not impact negatively on those in society
who can pay the least but instead target those who have the highest carbon
footprint.
The money generated could go towards climate protection, the NHS and
directly back into the community.
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HIGHER
OF BUDGET
TOWARDS CLIMATE CHANGE
At the moment the government spends 1.6% of your tax donations towards
environmental protection. It also spends 1.6% on culture. The government
needs to rapidly increase the amount of money spent on climate change
and environmental protects (i.e. solar panels, flood defences and new
technology development). Devoting more money to combat climate change
will help to ensure our future and will prevent further economic
repercussion due to the catastophic affects of climate change.
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GREEN JOBS
Society is aware of the impact of Covid-19 on jobs and their own impacts on the
environment. New green jobs are desperately needed. A Green Job is a job that is
eco-friendly, not necessarily explicitly so. It is vital that businesses are
supported to provide green jobs such as environmental engineers, solar
photovoltaic installers or biomass plant technicians. Not only that, education in
the green job sector is vital:
How to fix & maintain electric vehicles
Install solar panels
Maintain wind turbines
Retrofit homes
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CL MATE-POSITIVE
CONSTRUCTION

All future builds to be
environmentally positive – starting
from 2021

New builds need to be more environmentally friendly, meet the BREEAM
Standards and adopt new green technologies.
Heat & energy efficiency
Built in renewables
Use sustainable materials
This is even more important in light of the government's new 'shovel
ready' projects (a vital step in restarting the economy) but if we don't
make sure these builds are sustainable the economic & social
consequences will be greater.
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CARBON-NEUTRAL
TRANSP
RT
Transport is one of the largest carbon emitters is the UK and there are still some
massive challenges to face.
Electric cars are often too expensive
Charging points are often few and far between
Public transport isn't an appealing option
Councils don't have the money to over haul their fleet of vehicles to electric.
The government needs to:
• Increase money for councils to convert their public transport to electric
• Improve active travel infrastructure (cycle lanes and pavements)
• Ensure essential infrastructure to enable the transition from petrol/diesel is in place
across the country
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AVIA

ION

Air travel is currently the third largest carbon emitter and is rising quickly.
Yet the government and international authorities have turned a blind eye
Aviation was never mentioned in the 'Decarbonising Transport' document
and is left out of the UK Carbon Budget. Despite the Committee for Climate
Change writing an open letter to the government urging them to add air
travel.
Governments can't ignore aviation's climate impact just because its
'international issue'. They need to co-operate and minimise the carbon
emissions from aviation.
The British government must begin this process by including domestic flights in
the carbon budget.

13

CL MATE-FRIENDLY
F RMING
Agriculture is a huge contributor to climate change because of deforestation, transportation and
live stock; which produce methane.
Many people are reducing their consumption of meat & dairy as a personal commitment to the
climate crisis. We want to make sure farmers are able to operate whilst producing as little
emissions as possible.
The government needs to
Offer viable subsidies on goods grown in the UK; to reduce the air miles that are used to transport
food across the world.
They should also be supporting farmers, who specialise is cattle, to diversify and to be able to reduce
their carbon footprint.
Support new initiatives to make agriculture more climate friendly.
So as we move towards a net zero Britain the financial stability of farmers will not be put in danger.
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GOVERNMENT
RESPONSIBIL TY
Each and every government department/ ministry needs to make a clear action
plan on what they will do to reduce it's carbon footprint. Such as the
'Decarbonising Transport' report. Each department/ ministry will face different
challenges when decarbonising in order to reach net zero by 2050. The reports
need to include what the main emitters are for that department; individual net
zero targets and solutions.
The 7R’s- refuse, reduce, repurpose, reuse, rot, rethink and recycle have been
proven to have positive effects on the environment. Therefore, this is an easy way
for all government departments to have a simple yet positive impact on the
environment. Many of the 7R’s need only little changes in lifestyle to make a much
larger difference and as organisations & the public are expected to make these
changes then so should the government departments.
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INCRE SED AND
EASIER RECYCLING

Make it easier and increase recycling,
including not exporting our rubbish and
building our own recycling

Recycling is a vital method of handling waste which has a significant impact on
the environment therefore it needs to be made much easier, practical and
normal to do. Eventually becoming the only way to dispose rubbish.
All companies, businesses and organisations must have mandatory recycling bins
and a local recycling collection company- they can only have a local company if
we have more of our own recycling plants.
Recycling needs to be easier for households, and options for all material,
particularly plastics, must be consistently provided by all local authorities.
Government must make it and enforce a statutory duty for councils to provide
recycling facilities for all materials. These materials must be washed, sorted,
refurbished & redistributed in the UK.
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Climate Protecti n/
Adaption
We are already seeing the affects of climate change. Most noticeably in
flooding. We're seeing an increase in areas being flooded. Countless have lost
jobs; seen homes & businesses damaged and have had to adapt to the
constant threats from floods.
Over time we will see more extreme weather and health problems emerging
putting both the economy and public safety at risk.
Funding for flood defences across Britain need to be ramped up and financial
support to those effected needs to be made available as an immediate
response.
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Our Supporters

