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Welcome

When we sat down to judge the 2020 West Midlands Business Masters Awards in 
January, the world was a very different place. Since March, the business community 
has had to come to terms with some of the most challenging conditions any of us will 
(hopefully) ever have to face. The entire community has had to live with the Covid-19 
crisis and adapt in a way that, just 10 months ago, we could ever envisage.

And, yet, we’re all still here. We’re all still trading. And we’re looking to the future.

We too at TheBusinessDesk.com have had to dramatically change the way we work. 
Our popular series of lunches, round tables, breakfast seminars and awards events 
have been hit by the pandemic and so tonight, for the first time ever, we’re here to 
celebrate the best businesses in the West Midlands virtually.

We’re confident that this will be the first and last time we won’t be able to meet our 
shortlisted companies and winners in person and get together for what is a fantastic 
way to celebrate business success in the region.

Finally, congratulations to all shortlisted companies. We hope you enjoy this evening’s 
online event and we look forward to getting back to normal in 2021.

Sam Metcalf
Midlands Editor
TheBusinessDesk.com
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Judging Panel

Andy Dawson

Andy Dawson, co-founder, Curium Solutions. Andy is the co-founder 
and director of change management consultancy firm Curium Solu-
tions, which is based in Birmingham city centre. He is also Council 
member at Greater Birmingham Chamber of Commerce and a mem-
ber of the BPS Leaders Committee.

Chris Barlow

Chris Barlow, partner, MHA MacIntyre Hudson. Chris joined MHA 
MacIntyre Hudson in July 2015 following the merger with Birming-
ham based MHA Bloomer Heaven. Chris was made a partner at MHA 
Bloomer Heaven in 2006 and works with owner managed businesses, 
family owned companies and international groups.

Julie Nugent

Julie Nugent, director of skills and productivity, West Midlands Combined 
Authority. Julie has 20 years’ leadership experience across education, 
employment and skills, with senior roles held in government and the 
college sector. She has extensive experience in leading change to 
improve efficiency, increase impact and business growth and respond 
positively to changing market conditions.

Paula Deas

Paula Deas, operations director, Coventry and Warwickshire LEP. 
Paula was instrumental in establishing the Coventry and Warwick-
shire Local Enterprise Partnership in 2011 and has worked with the 
Government to secure over £300m of funding for the area in her role 
as operations director.
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Newcomer
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Bond Wolfe Auctions
Bond Wolfe Auctions was launched on 7th January 2019 by a management team who 
were determined to shake up the market and do things differently. The company 
holds six in-room auctions at Aston Villa FC each year and online auctions, selling all 
types of properties throughout the UK. 

HDY Agency
HDY Agency is an award-winning content marketing agency that specialises in creating in-
credible stand-out content. Founded in June 2018 by accomplished marketing professional 
Angel Gaskell and long-term Heart FM radio host Ed James, the agency has undergone 
impressive growth, becoming Birmingham’s fastest-growing content marketing agency. 

Hive360
HIVE360 is an employee engagement innovator, which is empowering businesses to deliv-
er essential communication, wellbeing support and lifestyle benefits to their most valuable 
asset – their people. Launched in 2018, it is a dynamic employment support specialist that 
provides innovative tools employers need to address the single biggest challenge to grow-
ing and sustaining their business – attracting and retaining the best talent.



Innovation

Aston Manor Cider
Aston Manor has continually innovated to support its clear proposition and point of 
difference as well as enabling commercial success.  This has meant the business has 
consistently outperformed its market sector and has become both more resilient and 
more sustainable. That innovation has been backed with significant investment which 
has exceeded £30m in the last five years and will exceed £6m in 2020.

Aurrigo
Aurrigo is the autonomous vehicle division of Coventry-headquartered RDM Group, which 
is leading the world when it comes to ‘first and last mile’ self-driving transport solutions. 
The ‘autonomous race’ is one of the most intense in the current manufacturing world, as 
the big car makers and the tech firms do battle to try to develop a mainstream self-driving 
vehicle.

Marchant Cain
Marchant Cain designs and develops bespoke electro-mechanical parts for mainly (but not 
exclusively) super- and hyper-car manufacturers worldwide. The company has developed 
its niche by concentrating on servicing low volume OEMs who cannot find suppliers who 
can design, develop and produce their parts.  

Discovery
Established in 1999, Discovery is a leader in results-driven recruitment, training, and de-
velopment. Discovery provides a unique approach to workforce challenges; from industrial 
placement recruitment to sales training. It’s a process of analysis, diagnosis, recruitment, 
development and interventions – using years of experience, neuroscience and technology 
with the sole focus on workforce optimisation and efficiency, getting the right people, in 
the right roles, with the right level of skills and the right behaviours. 

Cameron Price
Cameron Price is a leading injection moulding and assembly/test company. Since 2011 
the company has worked closely with JLR to become its preferred supplier of fuel system 
assemblies. Initially working directly with their technical design team at Gaydon, Cameron 
Price developed and prototyped the first welded in fuel delivery module as tri-party devel-
opment with its tier one customer Kautex Unipart.  Since this initial concept Cameron Price 
has continued to set the standard across all JLR platforms becoming the supplier of choice 
based on its unique assembly and test processes.
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Investment
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Niyaa People
Niyaa People is an independent specialist recruitment consultancy that was founded 
in 2008. Based in Birmingham city centre and operating across the Midlands and 
surrounding counties, the company shared the vision and ambition to become the 
leading recruitment partner for the built environment for both the public and private 
sectors. 

Real Estate Investors
Real Estate Investors Plc is a publicly quoted, internally managed REIT with a portfolio 
of 1.55 million sq ft of property, managed by a team with over 100 years of combined 
experience in the Midlands property market across all sectors. The company invests in well 
located, assets predominantly in the established and proven markets of Birmingham and 
the Midlands, with income and capital growth potential, realisable through active portfolio 
management, refurbishment, change of use and lettings.



Contributing to the Community 
Itihaas
In 2005, Raj Rana founded the now UK-renowned fine dining restaurant, Itihaas. Located in 
Birmingham city centre, the venue has won numerous accolades, such as Best UK Res-
taurant and Best Newcomer. Raj founded charity, Let’s Feed Brum, in 2016.  He has been 
feeding and clothing the homeless on the streets of Birmingham, in addition to supplying 
sanitary products for homeless women, and together with his team of 60 volunteers, can 
be found in Birmingham six nights per week, providing food and comfort to the vulnerable.

Heart of England Community Foundation
Heart of England Community Foundation (HoECF) is a charity in the West Midlands 
that seeks money from people who want to make an impact which it then awards to 
community and voluntary groups. The charity champions local giving and builds part-
nerships with like minded organisations and individuals who care about the commu-
nities around them. 

The Bond Wolfe Charitable Trust
CEO Paul Bassi and the team at REI and Bond Wolfe believes it has a responsibility to 
our community as well as our clients, staff and shareholders.  Accordingly, 12 years 
ago Paul founded the Bond Wolfe Charitable Trust and has donated to date over 
£250,000. The primary focus of the Trust is to raise funds for worthy causes in its
local community and nationwide.

Lodders Solicitors 
Lodders created Lodders Charity Foundation in late 2016 with the aim of raising vital 
financial support and providing help to local charities. Last year, numerous members 
of the Lodders team showed their community spirit across several events, boosting 
the total raised by LCF since its launch four years ago to a huge £50,000. 

Phoebus Software
Over the past four years, PSL has increased both the number of charities it works with 
and the ways it gives back, both to the community and to the wider world. The primary 
recipient has been Acorns Children’s Hospice, the charity of the year voted for by PSL 
staff.  The charity provides care and support to life limited and life threatened children 
and their families from around the Midlands.
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Professional Services
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Lodders
Founded almost 235 years ago, Lodders is a fast-growing regional law firm that pre-
dominantly works with high net worth individuals, business owners, property devel-
opers, and those who live and work in the countryside. Lodders is headquartered in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, with offices in Birmingham, Henley and Cheltenham. The firm is 
regularly given ‘top rankings’ in both Legal 500 and Chambers. 

Squire Patton Boggs
Recognised as one of the world’s strongest integrated legal practices, Squire Patton Boggs 
provides insight at the point where law, business and government meet.  Founded in 1870, 
the firm’s Birmingham office has particular strength in advising businesses in the automo-
tive, construction and real estate, hospitality and leisure sectors.

Whitecap Consulting
Whitecap Consulting is a regional strategy consultancy headquartered in Leeds, with 
offices in Manchester, Milton Keynes, Bristol, Newcastle and Birmingham. Over the last 2 
financial years, 2017/2018 and 2018/2019, Whitecap has grown revenues by 47% and 46% 
each year, respectively. In the financial year, 2019/2020, the firm was on track to achieve 
another 40-45% growth in revenue. 



Property
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Bond Wolfe Auctions
Bond Wolfe Auctions was launched on 7th January 2019 by a management team who 
were determined to shake up the market and do things differently. The company 
holds six in-room auctions at Aston Villa FC each year and online auctions, selling all 
types of properties throughout the UK. 

Centrick
Centrick has been providing a comprehensive, joined-up approach to all aspects of resi-
dential property since 2005. With a remit that covers every aspect of the sector, from sales 
and lettings, all the way through to build-to-rent, asset management, and estate manage-
ment. Since opening in 2005, the agency now has over 15,000 properties across the UK on 
its books and manages over £1.5bn in client assets.

One Creative
One Creative Environments (One) is an integrated building design business with all of the 
essential disciplines required for a building design project, all within one studio.  One’s 
dynamic multidisciplinary team includes: masterplanning, architecture, landscape architec-
ture, structural/ civil engineering and building services, working at the forefront of Building 
Information Modelling (BIM) – the future of intelligent design.

St. Modwen
St. Modwen has over 30 years of property and regeneration expertise, operating across 
three dedicated business units: St. Modwen Homes, St. Modwen Industrial & Logistics, and 
Strategic Land and Regeneration, all of which are aligned to structural growth trends. A 
constituent of the FTSE250, St. Modwen has a national portfolio totaling £1.47bn. 



International Trade
Aurrigo
Aurrigo is the autonomous vehicle division of Coventry-headquartered RDM Group, which 
is leading the world when it comes to ‘first and last mile’ self-driving transport solutions. 
The ‘autonomous race’ is one of the most intense in the current manufacturing world, as 
the big car makers and the tech firms do battle to try to develop a mainstream self-driving 
vehicle.

Arrowsmith Engineering
The company, which was established in 1967, supplies parts that are used all over the 
world in aerospace engines, landing gears and air frames. Its success has been based on 
our ability to develop strategic partnerships with clients such as Rolls-Royce, GKN and ITP, 
working with their design teams at the earliest possible opportunity to develop next gener-
ation parts that are used in current and next generation aircraft.
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Small Business
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HDY Agency
HDY Agency is an award-winning content marketing agency that specialises in creating 
incredible stand-out content. Founded in June 2018 by accomplished marketing 
professional Angel Gaskell and long-term Heart FM radio host Ed James, the agency has 
undergone impressive growth, becoming Birmingham’s fastest-growing content marketing 
agency. In a short space of time the agency has amassed an 18-strong team with a killer 
combination of diverse skill sets, senior expertise and true Brummie creativity, working 
across 23 clients.

The Butchers Social
The Butchers Social is one of Warwickshire’s leading independent restaurants, loved by 
locals and destination foodies alike. The ethos of The Butchers Social is all about fine dining 
without the façade; through a delicately crafted menu and clever interior design, 
chef-owner Mike Bullard has created a concept that puts The Butchers Social on the map.

Marchant Cain
Marchant Cain designs and develops bespoke electro-mechanical parts for mainly (but not 
exclusively) super- and hyper-car manufacturers worldwide. The company has developed 
its niche by concentrating on servicing low volume OEMs who cannot find suppliers who 
can design, develop and produce their parts.   

Niyaa People
Niyaa People are an independent specialist recruitment consultancy that was founded in 
2008. Based in Birmingham city centre and operating across the Midlands and surrounding 
counties, the company shared the vision and ambition to become the leading recruitment 
partner for the built environment for both the public and private sectors.

Bond Wolfe Auctions
Bond Wolfe Auctions was launched on 7th January 2019 by a management team who 
were determined to shake up the market and do things differently. The company holds 
six in-room auctions at Aston Villa FC each year and online auctions, selling all types of 
properties throughout the UK. 



Medium Business

Cameron Price
Cameron Price is a leading injection moulding and assembly/test company. Since 2011 
the company has worked closely with JLR to become its preferred supplier of fuel system 
assemblies. Initially working directly with their technical design team at Gaydon, Cameron 
Price developed and prototyped the first welded in fuel delivery module as tri-party 
development with its tier one customer Kautex Unipart. Since this initial concept 
Cameron Price has continued to set the standard across all JLR platforms becoming 
the supplier of choice based on its unique assembly and test processes.

PP Control and Automation
PP Control & Automation is a leading provider of strategic manufacturing outsourcing solu-
tions to more than 25 of the world’s largest machinery builders. A well-proven operational 
model helps it deliver added value design, engineering and complex assembly to clients 
involved in aerospace, food processing, machine tools, medical, packaging, printing and 
advanced technologies. 

GMS Group of Companies
GMS Group of Companies, is a national, trusted, security specialist which protects the IP 
and asset infrastructure of leading global brands such as Jaguar Land Rover, VAX, Grant 
Thornton, Aston Martin and Mercedes AMG; delivering excellence in every aspect of their 
service. Established in 1997, GMS is a family run business, solely owned by the Male family.
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Large Business
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St. Modwen
St. Modwen has over 30 years of property and regeneration expertise, operating 
across three dedicated business units: St. Modwen Homes, St. Modwen Industrial & 
Logistics, and Strategic Land and Regeneration, all of which are aligned to structural 
growth trends. A constituent of the FTSE250, St. Modwen has a national portfolio 
totaling £1.47bn. 

Aston Manor Cider
Aston Manor is a leading cider maker exporting to over 20 countries. Covering every 
occasion and every consumer, the business produces a portfolio of brands and own-label 
products spanning the breadth of the entire category - from value, mainstream, through 
to premium ciders - including a new product launched that has been recognised as the 
World’s best still cider in ‘Malvern Gold’. 

GMS Group of Companies
GMS Group of Companies, is a national, trusted, security specialist which protects the IP 
and asset infrastructure of leading global brands such as Jaguar Land Rover, VAX, Grant 
Thornton, Aston Martin and Mercedes AMG; delivering excellence in every aspect of their 
service. Established in 1997, GMS is a family run business, solely owned by the Male family.

Adi Group
The adi Group is a multi-disciplined engineering firm based in Kings Norton, Birmingham. 
Spanning numerous markets, the business offers over 30 specialist divisions including 
automotive, electrical, mechanical and aerospace. With this approach, it provides clients 
with 360° support across the spectrum – from the smallest expert installation or 
maintenance contract to large-scale capital projects. 
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Fast Growth
HDY Agency
Operational for just over two years, at the end of HDY’s first financial year the busi-
ness amassed an impressive turnover of over £750,000, and half way through year 
two had already broken the £1m barrier – impressive growth of over 30%. HDY is 
focused on data driven results with strong organic client growth since day one.

Probuild 360
Probuild360 has grown substantially and consistently over the last few years by thinking 
‘outside the box’, proving you don’t have to be ‘big’ to deliver ‘big’. The owners made 
the brave decision of investing in an industry-leading showroom, a showcase to their 
pioneering 360-degree service. Open by appointment only, it highlights their design 
and installation capabilities and has been hailed as ‘industry-leading’ by the likes of the 
National Chair of the NFB and the Head of Housing for the WMCA.

The Butchers Social
The Butchers Social is one of Warwickshire’s leading independent restaurants, loved by 
locals and destination foodies alike. The ethos of The Butchers Social is all about fine 
dining without the façade; through a delicately crafted menu and clever interior design, 
chef-owner Mike Bullard has created a concept that puts The Butchers Social on the map.

Whitecap Consulting
Whitecap Consulting is a regional strategy consultancy headquartered in Leeds, with 
offices in Manchester, Milton Keynes, Bristol, Newcastle and Birmingham. Over the last 
2 financial years, 2017/2018 and 2018/2019, Whitecap has grown revenues by 47% and 
46% each year, respectively. In the financial year, 2019/2020, the firm was on track to 
achieve another 40-45% growth in revenue.



Ambassador of the Year
Ambassador is the individual who has made an outstanding contribution either in 
leading their business or in representing the region or their sector on a bigger stage.

The winner of this award will be announced this evening.

Charity Partner

Headline Sponsor



Headline Sponsor

Category Sponsors

Thank you for attending  
Business Masters 

West Midlands 2020!


